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557 ¢ MESSAGE FROM THE
L ¢ DIRECTOR GENERAL

PiLGRY

Your Excdlencies, Rev. Fathersand Brothersin Christ Jesus,

Holy Father Pope Franciswill formally inauguratethe Holy
JubileeYear 2025 onthe Eve of Christmas, December 24, 2024 by
opening theHoly Door to St. Peter’sBasilica. The Jubileeyear was
announced by Pope Francisinthe papal bull entitled “ Spesnon
confundit” (Hope doesnot disappoint, Rom 5:5). Thethemefor the
year, “ Pilgrimsof Hope” isintended to promote peace building and
outreach through prayer, pilgrimage, reconciliation and forgiveness.
Holy or Jubileeyearsare occas onswhen Catholicsmakepilgrimages
to designated churches and shrines, recite special prayers, goto
confession and receive Holy Communion to receive a plenary
indulgence, whichisaremisson of thetempora punishment duefor
one'ssns.

While announcing thejubilee, Pope Franciswrotethat the
celebration of Holy or Jubilee Year every 25 years acknowledges
that “the Christianlifeisajourney calling for momentsof greater
intensity to encourage and sustain hope asthe constant companion
that guides our steps toward the goal of our encounter with the
Lord Jesus.

A Jubileeyear isaspecia year of graceand celebration since
biblical times. Inthe Old Testament, aJubileewas celebrated every
50yearsasatimewhen Hebrew daveswere set free, debtsforgiven,
andland returned toitsorigina owners. Theword*jubileg” comes
from theHebrew word “yobel,” aram’shornthat wasused to sgnal
thestart of the specia year.

Holy Doorsare ceremonia doorsinmajor basilicas, suchas
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S. Peter’sBaslicain Romethat symbolizethe spiritud journey from
sinto salvation, mercy and renewa. Most of thetimethese specia
doorsremain sealed, opened by the popeonly during jubileeyears.
A holy door isthe most powerful sign of ajubileeyear, sincethe
ultimategod of thepilgrimisto passthroughit, and walking through
aHoly Door during ajubileeyear isoneof theconditionsfor receiving
ajubileeindulgence, which removestempora punishment for sins.

Asyou aredll aware, the Society isin the process of making
seriouseffortsto renew our Society asawhole and every member
in particular by fanning the flame of our missionary vocation and
priestly enthusasm. During thisJubileeyesr, let usintensfy our efforts
to renew ourselves as Pilgrims of Hope passing primarily through
the Door of Renewal with hopeand thejoy resulting fromiit.

Thisyear weare blessed with seven new priestswho will be
ordained priestsafter Christmasand in thefirst week of January
2025. Six seminariansfrom third year theol ogy madethe promise
of perpetua incorporation and they were ordai ned deaconson 19th
December, 2024. Your prayersaredlicited. Ten seminariansfrom
the second year theology were conferred the order of
Heupadyaknusaand eight brotherswere conferred the Order of
Karoyusaon the sameday by Bishop Vadakel at Ruhalaya.

| wish each and every one of you the blessings of the blessed
Christmasand aGrace-filled Jubilee Year 2025.

FrVincent K. (Vinson Joseph)
December 24, 2024
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NEWSFROM VATICAN

1. Elevation of Geor geJacob K oovakkad asCardinal

CONGRATULATIONS AND PRAYERFUL WISHES
TO HIS EMINENGE
MAR GEORGE KOOVAKKAD

Archbishop George Jacob Koovakkad from

Changanassery is elevated to the rank of

LA Cardind of the Catholic Churchaongwith 20

, othersfrom acrosstheworld by Pope Francis

on 8th December, 2024 Saturday night (Indian

time) around 8.30 p.m. Cardinal Koovakkad
isthefirstinIndianto beraised asaCardina
from among priests. Cardina Koovakad's appointment bringsthe
total number of Indian cardinalstosix. "Itisamatter of immense
pridefor Indiathat Archbishop George K oovakad will be created

asacardmd by HlsHoIm&ssPope Francis" Pri m'el.\-/lli'hisier Narendra
Modi posted on'X' on Saturday.
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2. Papal Exhortations

e

(o i World must heed criesof migrantsdyingin
WET  desertsand seas (28/08/2024)

_ Pope Francisdecriesindifferencein theface of

W migrantswho die crossing desertsand seasin

searchof abetter life, and cdlsfor globd system
of governance based on justice and solidarity.

Witnessto" joy of theGospel" bringpeaceand hope! (27/11/
2024)

In hiscontinuing catechesisat theweekly General Audienceonthe
Holy Spiritinthelifeof the Church, Pope Francisreflectson thegift
of spiritua joy, oneof thefruitsof theHoly Spirit.

Priestly formationisapilgrimagetoward Christ. (12/12/2024)
Pope Francisinvites seminariansto approach their journey toward
the priesthood as a pil grimage to become more conformed to the
Heart of Christ.

Faith isnot theopium of thepeople, but encounter and service.
(17/12/2024)

To mark his 88th birthday, Pope Francis has released several
excerptsfrom hisautobiography "Hope," whichwill hit bookshel ves
inJanuary, recounting hischildhoodin BuenosAiresandthelogitical
difficultiesof his2021 visttolrag.
PopeFrancisbeginscatchesistied to Jubilee: " JesusChrigt,
our hope"

Withthe opening of theHoly Door inafew daysaway, PopeFrancis
holdshisweekly Genera Audienceand beginsthecydeof catechess
that will mark theentire Jubilee Year, focusing on " Jesus Christ, our

hope."
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10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Fr Azhakath Abraham, Santhome, Thannimood, Compayar
PO., Nedumkandam, 685552, Idukki Dt., Kerala

Fr Chackalackal Davis, VikasMaitri, Kotra, Rggarh

Dt, M.P, 465 669

Fr Chakkungal Varghese, C/o Degpti Bhavan, Melampara
P.O., Kottayam - 686578

Fr Chirayath Joseph, Santhome, PB. N0.42, Engineering
College Road, MandyaDt. —571401, Karnataka

Fr Elavumka Mathew, S Mother TheresaMinor Seminary,
Kaenhally PO. Mandya571 402 Karnataka, India

Fr Kadankavil Thomas, Preeti Nilaya, Gollaradoddi,
Maraliga, MandyaDt. 571419, Karnataka

Fr Kaithottumka Antony, Aaraam, Deepti Mount,
Melampara-686578, Kottayam Dt, Kerdla

Fr Kaithottumkal Mathew (Justin): Missions Etrangéresde
Paris, 128, Rue du Bac 75007, Paris, France.
Mob.+33605744078

Fr Kalayil Joseph, Santhome, HouseNo. 378,
Senbagapudur PO. Sathyamanagaam Taluk, Karia,
Kaliyamman Kovil Rd- Erode Dt., 638 402, Tamil Nadu
Fr Kaarickal Jose, Diocese of Rottenburg—Stuttgart

Fr Kalladayil Sebastian, Aaraam, Deepti Mount,
Melampara, 686578, K ottayam Dt, Kerala

Fr Kalupuraparampil Sebastian, Santhome Public Schooal,
Kyathumgere, Kiragandoor PO.MandyaDt. -

571403, Karnataka

Fr Kizhakkarakatt John, Marygiri, Kontge PO. 415 643
LanjaTk, Ratnagiri Dt, Maharashtra

Fr Kizhakkethottathil Joseph, C/o Deepti Bhavan,
MelamparaP.O., Kottayam - 686578
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15.  Fr Kunnumpuram Kurian, Aaraam, Deepti Mount,
Melampara, 686578, K ottayam Dt, Kerala

16. Fr Mudathotty Paul, Deepti Rubber Estates, Koramchira,
Kizhakkencherry, 678684 Palakkad Dt., Kerala

17.  FrMulluvengapurath Joby: Deepti Gardens, M oochankund,
Govindapuram, Palakkad Dt —678507, Kerda

18. FrMuthuplakka Joseph, NirmaaCatholic Church, Prem
Nagar, Dewas Road, ChandessaraP.O. 456 664, Ujjain.

19. FrPdaked Joseph: Sacred Heart Theologica College,
Mawlal, Phudmuri, Shillong, 793008, Meghaaya, India

20. FrParayady Thomas, Preshitharam, Deepti Mount,
Melampara-686578, Kottayam Dt, Kerda

21. FrPathrapanka Sanoj, San Matteo Apostolo, Strada
Nascosa, 1976, Latina, Italy 04100

22.  FrPezhumthottiyil Sebastian, St Mary’sForane Church,
Thdiparambu, Kannur Dt.

22.  Fr Punnakuzhy Pradeepan, Santhome Public School,
Kyathumgere, Mandya, Karnataka. 571401

23.  FrVandannoor Joseph, St Mary’s Church,
Panamplavu - 673639, Thottumukkam, Ma appuram Dt

24.  FrVadakkemuriyil Neyyoor Lijo Jose, Mary Matha
School, MIDC Kherdi, Chiplun 415604

CHRISTMAS 2024




MST O¥orild

1. NEWS FROM THE GENERALATE
1. Erection of & Joseph Coor dination, Odisha

Fr Vinson Joseph the DG and Fr Ayyankanal left for Odishaon
22 morninginview of erecting St Joseph Coordination Odisha. St
Joseph Coordination Odisha was formally erected as per the
Congtitutionsand Directives, on the 24" of October, 2024 by the
Director Generd. Rev.Fr Joseph Venattumattam took chargeasthe
Coordinator of St Joseph Coordination, Odisha.

2. On-going Formation

The ongoing formation programmefor the ordination batches of
2009 to 2019 was held from October 29 to November 1 at the
Generalate. Around 40 fatherswere present for the programme.
Theinaugural session washeld on 29" at 6.15 pm. The Director
Generd FrVinson Joseph K addikattilputhenpuragavetheinaugura
addressand the General Councillorsspokefor 5 minuteseach on
varioustopics.

3. Commemor ation of the Deceased Priests

Prayerswere offered for the deceased membersof the Society on
November 2, 2024 by the Generalate community. Therelatives of
the deceased M ST fatherswereinvited for thememoria Qurbana
presided over by the Director General and other MST fatherson
Deepti Mount. Around 75 people were present for the Qurbana
and the officefor the dead inthe cemetery.

4.Visit of Cardinal GeorgeAlencherry

Cardind GeorgeAlencherry madeacasud vistto Deepti Generdate
on Nov. 4, 2024 to pray at thetomb of Fr Peter Kavumpuram. He
arrived at the Generalate at 5.00 p. m and was accorded awarm
welcome by the Director Genera, the Councillorsand other priests
of the Generdate and the Seminary. Hea so visited thesick priests
at Aaraam. He spent around two hoursat Deepti Mount.
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5.Memorial Qurbanafor Fr Peter Kavumpurath

Fr Lonappan Arangassery and Fr Joseph Kannathukuzhy joined
the 41% memoria day of Fr Peter Kavumpuram on Nov. 6in his
home parish Karakunnam. Fr Lonappan Arangassery presided over
thememoria Eucharisticliturgy and ddivered thehomily.

The classmates of Fr Peter Kavumpuram, bishops Mar Jose
Porunnedom, Rt Rev. Ponnumuthan and twenty-two Priests
celebrated Holy Qurbanain Deepti public chapel at 7.30 am on
November 7, 2024 for therepose of Fr Peter Kavumpuramfollowed
by officefor thedead at histomb.

6. Send off to Regent Bro. Adarsh

BroAdarsh, the outgoing Regent was given acordial send off and
Bro Jison the new Regent was given awarm welcome during the
supper on 9" October, 2024

7. Ingtallation of Archbishop Tharayil and Mar Prince

The DG Fr Vinson Joseph and Fr Lonappan participated at the
installation of Mar Thomas Tharayil as the Archbishop of
Changanachery on October 31, 2024 and Fr Vinson Joseph and
Fr Jomon participated at the I nstall ation of Mar Prince Panengadan
asthe bishop of Shamshabad on Nov. 10, 2024.

8. Visit toBoath

TheDG vidted the Boath stationin Adilabad on Nov.12 and visited
Fr Deepak and Rev. Sisters Smitha, Sophy, and Siji who were
hospitalised in Adilabad dueto food poisoning from ahotel. Sadly
thekitchen girl succumbed tofood poisoning.

9. Sacerdotal Jubilee Celebrations
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The Golden and silver jubilee of the sacerdotal ordination of the
following Rev. Fatherswas cel ebrated at the Generalatefrom 12to
14" November, 2024. The Golden Jubilarians. Fr Vadakkechirayath

akavil Mathew, Ettaniyil
Joseph, Parayankuzhiyil Thomas, Plappillil Thomas, Purayidom
Jacob, Vettukallel George, Panthilapadan John, Njarockal Jacob,
Poovathinkal Paul and K ochuparambil Johny wereinvited tothe
Generdatefor the Jubilee celebrationsand fdicitations.

andtheSilver JubilariansRev. FathersMapr

Onthefirst day of Celebration (Nov.12) all thesilver jubilarians
offered holy Qurbanaat St Alphonsa Shrine, Bharananganam and
then they proceeded to Kripa Sadan, K uttikkanam for the one-day
retregt. Thegolden Jubilariansspent two daysin prayer a Kurisumaa
Ashram, Vagamon. The public function tofdlicitatethejubilarians
started in the Generalate Auditorium on 13 November at 5 p.m.
The Jubilarianswere greeted by Fr Joseph Thekkekarott and he
adorned thejubilarianswith capsand mufflersof Himacha Pradesh,
fondly remembering late Fr Siby Nelloor. Fr 1van Muthanatt in his
wel come speech said that jubileeyear isan year of grace, forgiveness
andrenewad, offering everyoneachanceto restoretheir relationship
with God, with others and with creation. Citing from Spes non
Confundit, he said that jubilee year is an opportune time to be
renewed in hope.

Vey Rev. Fr Director Generd highlighted thequalitiesand contributions
of each of the Jubilariansin hisinaugural address. He presented a
shawl eachtothe Jubilarians. Fr LonappanArangassery and Fr Jomon
Ayyankand presented them mementosand giftsrespectively. All the
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Jubilariansshared their experiencesof 50 goldenyearsand 25 silver
yearsand expressed their lovefor theM ST. Thereweresomecultural
programmesby Degpti minor Seminarians Thefdiditation programme
concluded withathanksgiving song at 8.45p.m.

10. Visitorstothe Generalate

There-elected Provincia Superior Rev. Sr Jessy MariaFCC and
her team visited the Generalate on November 17, 2024. TheDG
and other councillorsfdicitated them.

OnNovember 25, 2024 Bishop Sebastian Pozhdiparampil madea
casua vistto Deepti Generalate.

11. Visitations

Fr Ivan, the Councillor, visited afew schoolsin Delhi, Mandyaand
Sangli Regionsin the months of November and December and
addressed the staff and students and framed few programmesto
bring excellence cumimpact on studentsthrough education.

Director Genera FrVinson Joseph and Fr Thekkekarott visited the
priestsin Trivandrum and in the diocese of Thucklay on 18" and
19" of November, 2024.

Director General Fr Vinson Joseph visited Ruhalayato receivethe
promiseof perpetud incorporation from six newly ordained descons
and to participatein the ceremony of conferring of the orders of
M samsanusa, Heupadyaknusa, and Karoyusaon 19" December.

12. MISAL Meetingin Goa

TheDirector General andtheViceDirector Genera participatedin
theinternational meeting of theMISAL (Missionary Societies of
Apostolic Life) in Goafrom 1 to 8, December, 2024.

13. Gathering of Deaconsand Parents

The gathering of the deacons and their parents was held at the
Generdaeonthe 10" of December, 2024. Thetak by Fr Njarolicka
wasfollowed by Holy Qurbanaand meeting with the members of
the Genera Council. Intheafternoon therewasacommon meeting
of the Genera adminigtration with all the parentsand deaconsinthe
auditorium
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14. Anniversary Celebrations

The Santhome Fellow ship and theA ssociate Miss onaries cel ebrated
theAnnua Day onthe 14" of December, 2024 with variouscultura
programmessuch asdances, Margamkai, Carol Snging, group songs
and drama “Snehamazha’. The Curia Bishop Mar Sebastian
Vaniapuracka gavetheinaugura speech, the Director General, Fr
Vinson Joseph delivered the presidential address and Fr Joseph
Thekkekarott and Fr Joy Panjikaran felicitated the gathering. Brother
Sebagtian Kuzhipallil shared hismission experiences.

15. Conferringof Sacred Orders

Thefollowing brothersasper thelist given bel ow were promoted to
sacred orderson 19 December 2024 at RuhalayaMgjor Seminary,
Ujjan.

A.TheSacred Order of M’samsanusa

1. Kavunnukattil Joseph, Areekamaa/Thaassery
KottavilaBlesson Francis, Chiplun/Kayan

Mannarath Sebastian (Akhil Jose) K ottody, Tellichery
Pengattu George (Amal Chacko) Chavaragiri, Tellichery
Pullolil Joseph (Tom Dominic) Kalathukadavu, Pa
Puthenpuracka Thomas (Siby) Seethathodu, Kanjirappaly

o 0~ wDN
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B. The Sacred Order of Heupadyaknusa
Ambattu Sebastian (Justin Jose) Teekoy, Paa
Kaithickathadathil Sebastian (Jobit) Vimalagiri, Idukki
Kdathil Sebastian (Denny) Maniamkunnu, Paa
K ochumannoor Jestin JamesValiathovaa, Kanjirappally
Mandapathikunnel Francis(Abin Benny) Yendayar, Pda
Ndluvelil Xavier (Georgekutty) Plassand, Pda
Parachdil Thomas (Shinto) Punnakunnu, Tellichery
Thannickal Jerin Mathew Me ukavumattam, Pda
Uruppankattil Philip (Philip George) Perumpadave, Telichery
. Valliparambil Joseph (Jomin) Peravoor, Tellichery

° o I Bee. . |

© 0N A~ WDNRF

m 2 W : | o
C. TheSacred Order of Karoyusa
1 Alacka Mathai (Nirma), Beemanady, Thalassery

2. Choorapuzhayil Scaria(Savio), Punnathura, Changanachery
3.  Kathakulathuputhenpurayil Sebadtian (Manu),Udayagiri, Pda
4

5

MankuzhaPaulose (Alan) Rgamudi, Thalassery
. Mannoor Thomas(Sgjith) Michaglgiri, Kottayam
6)  Orapuzhicka Chandy (Jeswin) Maom, Thalassery
7)  Puthenkaam Geervarghese (Bonny) Kumarankary, Chy
8)  Thuruthe Mathew (Sobin) Thiroor, Thrissur

The above listed brotherswere conferred the respective Sacred
Ordersonthe 19" of December 2024 at Ruhalaya Seminary.
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16. Promiseof I ncor por ation

madetheir promise perpetual incorporation into the Society infront
of theDirector General.

17. On-going Formation

Ongoing Formation for Priests (Ordination Batches: 2009-10to
2018-19) washeld from 29 October to 1 November 2024 at Deepti
Bhavan. A total of 48 priests participated inthe4-day programme.
Very Rev. Fr Vinson Joseph K adalikkattil puthenpura, the Director
General, inaugurated the gathering at 6.15 p.m. on 29 October. In
hisinaugural address, the Director General reminded the gathering
that priestsbelong to this section arethe cream of the society and
the M ST’ sfuturewill beknown through theinnovative and spirit
filledworksof thisgroup of priests. He exhorted them that asthey
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areactively involvedin different apostolatesthereisapossibility
that they are bewildered by the attractionsof thisworld. Therefore,
every member of the society hasto guard against anythingwhichis
not suitablefor amissionary priest. He emphasized that, astime
passes, an apostle of Christ may face confusionin hisidentity and
faith, and theway to avoid such dangersisto safeguard priestly life
through the Word of God and a deeper faith aligned with an
unwavering commitment to their apostol ates. Fr Ivan Muthanatt
started hiswel come speech quoting from the recent encyclical of
PopeFrancis, Dilexit Nos—Onthe Human and DivineLoveof the
Heart of Jesus Christ— “There can be no doubt that pastoral
commitment and missionary zedl will fanintoflame, if priestsand
laity alike, intheir desireto spread the glory of God, contemplate
the example of eternal lovethat Christ has shown us, and direct

TP P Mbe

i [ 3 ) S,
their effortsto makeal menand women sharersintheunfathomable
riches of Christ. Aswe contemplate the Sacred Heart, mission
becomesamatter of love” (para208). Takinginspirationfromthis
we M STsto be shares of the same heart of Jesusto the humanity
through kerygma and diakonia.

Rev. Fr Joseph Thekkekarott exhorted the prieststo havethe strong
weapon of prayer to be aspirit-filled missionary priest. Rev. Fr
Jomon Ayyankanal emphasised an urgent need among the priests
for alifestylewhichwill bereflecting thegospel valuesand MST's
mandate. Rev. Fr Lonappan Arangassery emphasi sed that priests
being servants of Christ and stewards should be accountable to
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God and the people. Accountability and fidelity in spiritual and
worldly mattersshould becomethe halmark of al missonary priests.

On the second day, Rev. Dr Jose Mariadas OIC, |led the session
titled “the Asset of Priesthood and its Challenges.” Herepeatedly
emphasized that God isthereal asset of priestshowever they are
desiring for both worldly and pseudo assets, as some of the Old
Testament leadersdid. Every priest hasto witnessholiness of God.
If apriestisnot witnessing God'sholinesshebecomesaliability for
God, the church and the people.

Onthethird day, Mr Sju ThomasAlenchery facilitated themorning
session on “Catholic Leadership Skills.” Heemphasi zed the need
of Sophia leadership which is guided by the Word of God. He
emphasised on asocial skill whichisnamed as GUEST— Greet
peoplein God's name and use their namesto develop anintimate
rel ationship, together with an eye contact, asmileand adivinetouch
to become great apostles of thetime. Dr Susan George, Principal
and Nationd Trainer of JCI, animated the afternoon session on Cyber
Security and Cybercrimes. Shereminded the prieststhat any digital
activity inthe cyber world hasapermanent footprint and therefore
apostlesof Christ must exercise cautionintheir digital behaviour.
Therewere sharing sessions by the priestson the second and third
days of the programme wherein they expressed their aspirations
and appraisals. Batch-wise On-going Formation for the priestswho
were ordained between 2009-10—2018-19 was officially
concluded on 31 October at 5 p.m. however, al the ten batches
had their batch gathering on the fourth day in and off campus of
Deepti Mount to enhancetheir unity, motivation and commitment to
priestly minisiry. Theongoing formation programmefor priestswas
organized with the able ass stance of the expert team congtituted for
the same under theleadership of Rev. Fr Roby Adapoor.

18. CBCI National Consultation on Education

Fr lvan Muthanatt participated in athree-day nationa consultation
on education with leading catholic educationalists from 1-3
November 2024 at Don Bosco, Delhi. Therewere 125 participants
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fromal over India. Buildinga
culture of excellence in | §IES
catholic educational § -
inditutions, empowering India
with new educationinitiatives,
need to support children’s
emotiona and mental health,
future-ready: redefining
education for the digital =
generation and building L.. -
capacitiesand transforming teacherswerethe some of thetopics
discussed in this consultation forum. Thereisabig gap between
digital migrant teechersand digita nativestudents. Therefore, catholic
schoolsneed evolving educatorsand for thisthe school administrators
: _have to empower
dl the teachers with
N ' regular training
' programmes.
Catholic education
system hasto take
astepfurther from
excellence in
education  to
Impact oriented
teaching. All the catholic schoolshaveto build up anetwork so that
they can continue asfuture-ready ingtitutionsinthistimeof artificia
intelligence.
19. Erection of & ThomasCoor dination, USA
TheMissoninthe USA wasformaly raised to the status of aCoor-
dination and it waserected by the Director Genera Rev. Fr Vinson
Joseph Kadalikattil puthenpura on 24th of November, 2024, ac-
cording to the Constitutionsand DirectivesC77,1-2. Rev. Fr Antony
Thundathil is appointed the Coordinator. The erection of the
Coordiantion wasdone onlinesincethe Director General wasun-
abletoget VISA totravel tothe USA.
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2.NEWSFROM MISSIONS
A. & Paul Region, Ujjain
1. Christmasand Jubileecelebration
The Christmas :
gathering of all g™
MST priests
serving in the|
Region was
held on 17th}) ' '
December. Rev Fr John Kudl yi ruppll enhghtened thegathering by
presenting thethemeof theHoly Jubilee Year 2025: Rilgrimsof Hope.

2. Jubileecelebration

Sacerdotd Golden Jubileeof Rev FathersK urian Ammanathukunne!,
Joseph Vadakechirayath and Sebastian Varikatt and Silver Jubilee

, ! of Fr Binoy Purayidom was
celebrated at the Regional
House Ujjain with Jubilee
Qurbana, Felicitations and
=4 Dinneron 17th December

Jubilee celebration at St
Mary'sCathedral Ujjainwas
held on 18th December
where all our Jubilarians
concel ebrated with Bishop W

Sebadtian Vadakd andwithall mlsaonanesof Ujjaansson They
werefdicitated during Agape

New Land in Bhopal

St Paul Region Ujjainisgladtoinform
that on 23rd December 2024, the Re-
gion purchased aplot of land admeasuring B8
2.60 acresin Kolar, Bhopal. Thanksfor §
your prayersand support.
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B. & Thomas Region, Mandya
1. Kannada Course

Kannadalanguage Coursewas conducted again after along time,
for the missionariesworking in the Region. Twenty missionaries
participated inthecourse. Rev. Fr SOJanAl kkarakunnel inaugurated
the course on 11" of
October 2024. The
language course was
led by Rev. Frs.
Jayaprasad
Kallupuraparampil
and Sebastian
Kootumkal. The
coursewas conducted
at Deepti Nivas

Kaenahdli. It waswell appreciated.
2. New Block of Santhome School | choda, Adilabad

The newly
constructed block
' of Santhome
School, lcoda,
Adlilabad was
, i Blessed on 8"
November 2024
by Rev. Fr Sojan

Aikkarakunnel, the __
Regiond Directorinthe =
presence of Fr Jiby
Thekkemury, Fr Shijo § *
Thettalickal, Fr Sherit ==
Kappiyarumalayil, Fr 2=
Sunny Thargpputhattiyil,
Fr Jithin Pthussery puthenpuraand Fr Alex Elamthuruthiyil and
SABSsgers.

CHRISTMAS 2024




MST O¥orild

3. Visit of Santhome Fellowship Members

Santhome fellowship members from Peramangalam Parish of
Thrissur Archdiocese visited Mandyamission on 12" November

2024. Fr Joseph Pulavalil and the parish priest of Peramangalam
and catechism teachers went around our Mandya mission and
encouraged our missionariesand appreciated thework.

4. Silver Jubilee Celebration

Sacerdotal S|Iver Jublleeof Rev. FathersSm Plapp|II|I Bmoy

, Ettany and Sabu Njarolickd Was
| celebrated on 17" November

* house, Mandya. Rev. Fr Sgji
| " Plappillil wasthemain odebrant at
BB, s (e Hon Qurbana and Rev. Fr.

Mandyawere present for the cel ebration.
5. New Constructions

Thecongruction of thethird floor of SanthomePublic School building
at Bannur started for classroomsand threelabs.

We were ableto start the construction of the building inthe plot
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near AshaSadan, of whichthefoundation =57 %
stonewaslaid by Fr Sebastian Thuruthel _1 .
in 2016, with financial support received '-

M ookkanthottam. We
have started the
§¥® construction on 13" of

December 2024.
6. Retreat for school Teachersof the Region
; ;s - A one-day retreat was
, conducted for theteachers
: L working in our schools. It
~% was conducted on 8"

' ' 8 e & December 2024 at Jeevan
Jyotl Theretrest was preached by Rev. Fr. Zacharias Thadathil MST
andit wasattended by 80 participantsincluding S stersand fathers.

C. & Alphonsa Region, Sangli
1. The31* Day Commemor ation of Fr. Peter Kavumpuram

® The 31 day of Rev. Fr. Peter
& Kavumpuramwascommemorated at
DilasaBhavan, Mirg. Theceremony
was attended by priests, sisters, and
thefathful fromtheparish community.
TheHoly Qurbanawasfollowed by
ashort meeting to sharethememories
of Fr. Peter: hisunwaveringfaithand
hisselflesslovetowardsthe people
8 whom he served. Fr. Peter
Kavumpuram isrespected and loved
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for hiscompassion, kindness, and dedication to hisministry. His
demise has created avoid in thelives of thosewho knew him, but
hislegacy of love, service, and devotion continuestoinspireand
guidethecommunity. May Fr. Peter KavumpuramrestintheLord
and may hislegacy continueto inspireand guidethe community for
generationsto come.

2.Annual Retreat in Alphonsa Region

TheAlphonsaRegion, Sangli conducted itsannual retreat for Ssters
from October 29 to November 2, and for priestsfrom November 3
to 7. Theretreat was attended by s sters and priestsworkinginthe
. ' . " Region. Theretreat
waspreached by Fr.
Suresh OFM, who
guided the
participantsthrough
reflections, prayers,
anddiscussons. The
- v B retreat focused on
themes rel evant to the spl ritual grovvth and ministry of thesisters
and priests. Theannual retrest provided aval uable opportunity for
the sisters and priests to reflect on their spiritual journeys and
ministries, degpen their understanding of faith and vocation, foster a
sense of community and solidarity with fellow religious, recharge
and rejuvenatetheir spiritsfor continued service.
3. Monthly Recollection
The St. Alphonsa Region, Sangli, held its I}
monthly recollection on December 12 at | £,
Vishwadeepthi, Kolhapur. Fr. Vipin Vanmeli |
led the spiritual event, guiding participants [
through aday of reflection and prayer. Fr. ’Qﬁ
Vipinshared ingpiringinsightsand reflections B
on“thereveation of God'spresencethrough wii» —%
human encounters and interactions (Lk 1: 39- 44) The event
provided asacred spacefor spiritua rejuvenation and community
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building. The monthly recollection isan integral part of the St.
AlphonsaRegion’sspiritua calendar. Theevent concluded witha
sense of renewed commitment to their faith and ministry. The
participantsreturned to their respective apostol ates, inspired and
rejuvenated.

D. MQM Region, Delhi
1. Silver Jubileecelebration of thepriesthood

The Sacerdotal silver jubilee of the M ST fatherswas cel ebrated
solemnly by St Mary Queen of Mission Region on 23 November
2024. The Jubilarians, Rev. Fr Binoy Purayidom, Fr Siby
Poovathumkal and Fr Daison Vettukallel were present for the
celebration held in Deepti Ashram. They celebrated Holy Qurbana
with the Fathers of the Region. The children in Deepti Ashram
performed various programsand congratul ated the Jubilarians. Rev.
Fr Joseph Karodan honoured the Jubilarians who shared their
experiences.

2. Christmascelebration and monthly Recollection

The Christmaswas cel ebrated in anticipation on 12 December. All
the fathers of the Region were present on the occasion. Rev Fr
Dennis led the monthly recollection. All the Fathers prepared
themselvesfor thegreat feast of Christmas. Rev Joseph Karodan
wished everyoneMerry Chrissmasgreetingsand gifts.

3. & Thomas Convent School, Rurka, Dehlon

1) Completion of Second Phase of ConcreteWork

On November 26th,
. Thomas Convent
School, Rurka,
marked asignificant
milestone with the
: completion of the
econd phase of
oncrete work for
~| theschool building.
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Theday beganwithaprayer service, led by Principa Rev. F. Sogin,
accompanied by other fathersand sisters. The heartfelt prayersand
blessings set thetonefor theimportant work ahead, seeking divine
guidance and protection for the ongoing construction.

ii) Annual Day of &. Thomas Convent School, Rurka

On November 28th, 2024, St. Thomas Convent School, Rurka,
celebratedits 1 Annua Day: “LaFiesta2024” . Thisevent marked
as gn|f| cant mil estonel n the annd sof theschool and showcased the

, ] ' 3 5 = vibrant spiritand
| & -“‘" ET, {— achlevements of
its students. The
s Celebrations
4 commenced at
™8 4:30 p.m. in the
¥ graciouspresence
& of HisExcdlency
Mar Jose
Puthenvesttil, the
Auxiliary Bishop of Faridabad as Chief Guest, and Rev. Fr. Joseph
Karodan M ST, Regional Director asthe Guest of Honour. Rev. Fr.
Sogin Chirayil, the Principal, long with other dignitaries, Fathers,
and Sistersblessed the occasion with their presence. Studentsfrom

=4

all agegroupsdisplayed captivating performancesin dance, music,
and drama, exhibiting their creativity and dedication. The Chief Guest
commended thestudentsand Staff for their effortsand achievements.
Theevent was concluded making “ LaFiesta2024” amemorable
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celebration to be cherished and adding anew chapter of excellence
totheschool.

Reported by Fr Sogin JChirayil
4. Institute of Harmony and Peace Studies

IHPS organised aRound Table Conferenceon ‘ Golden Rul€’ in
Different Religious Scriptures on 27 October 2024. IHPS organised
aRound Table Conferenceon‘ Middle Path’ on 23 November 2024.

Fr Dr M. D. Thomasdelivered fivelectureson varioustopicsto
variousgroupsand delivered ninevideo messageson varioustopics
onSocid Media. Fr
Dr M. D. Thomas
delivered views at
Diverse Platforms 3 _ ’
onvaioustopicson By (ol ol
various platforms 37 5 L

and during various [
interactions Hedso
contributed articles N
to Journals, books | &
andWebsites. FrDr
M. D. Thomasreceived ‘Dr A. P. J. Abdul Kalam Award 2024, on
14 October 2024. For detailsvisit:

https://www.youtube.com/@mdthomas53; https://www.facebook.com/
mdthomasb3 https://twitter.com/mdthomasb3

Fr Dr M. D. Thomas
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5. S Thomas Convent School, Bathinda
i.Annual day celebration

A spectacular Annua Day was celebrated on 29.11.2024 witnessed
by avery big crowd who filled the venue half an hour beforethe
arriva of thechief guest. Thethemeof theprogramwastitled: * The
Miracle'. Rev. Fr Joseph Karodan, the Regional Director wasthe
president of the Function. The District Education Officer Mr Shiv
Pal Goyal wasthe Chief Guest and Rev. Fr Ivo Dias, theformer
Principal of St Xavier’s School and the present Parish priest of the
Holy Rosary Catholic Church wasthe Guest of Honour.

The Chief Guest encouraging the studentsing sted ontheimportance
of sincerity, honesty and Hard work in every sphere of life. The
Guest of Honour spoke on theimportance of team work and hard
work. In hismessage the President remembered the providence of
Godinthegrowth of the School highlighting the theme of theday:
MIRACLE..

6. Krigtjyoti Catholic Mission Church, Rohru
1) Mission Sunday Celebration

Krigjyoti Catholic Mission Church celebrated Mission Sunday with
great fervour and devotlon The event, held on October 20,
Y emphasized the
Church’scommitment
tothespreading of the
Gospdl of love, faith,
= and service to
B humanity. The
" celebration began

: - = with a specia Holy
M asspres ded over by the parish priest, Fr Shinto Vettikuzhichalil
MST, who highlightedin hissermon theimportanceof living alifeof
faith through action, compass on, and outreach to the marginaized.

After theHoly Qurbana, the Youth of the parish organizedaMission
Mela- acharity drivefor parishionersin view of supporting the
studentsand inmates of Deepti Ashram, Najafgarh in Delhi. The
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cel ebration concluded with the distribution of the prizes. The day
wasatestament to thevibrant faith and dedi cation of the community
in Rohru, inspiring adl to continuethemission of Christintheir daily
lives. Every year Mission Sunday isobserved at Kristjyoti Catholic
Church to promote missionary awareness and to encourage the
faithful to participateinthe Church’'smission.

ii) ThreedaysRetreat by Fr. ThomasM enapatu Ofm

A Threedaysretreat was organized from November 13to 15 by
Kristjyoti Catholic Mission Church which was preached by Fr.
Thomas Menapatu, Capuchin and his team, as part of the
community’spreparation for Christmas. The daysof retreat were

L' Bl | T mava

timeof grace, reflection, and renewal andit helped thefaithful to be
spiritually ready to celebratethebirth of Christ. Fr Thomasguided
the congregation through inspiring sess onsfocusing on repentance,
forgiveness, and helping themto degpen their faith during theAdvent
season through homilies, personal reflection, adoration, and
confesson.

Fr Shinto Vettikuzhichdil
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E. & Joseph Coordination, Odisha
1.Vigit of Mar Prince Panengadan
On December 3rd, Bishop Prince Antony Panengadan visited St.
Joseph coordination in Odisha. During thevisit, the bishop engaged
b with the local
" 3’ community,
< offering spiritual
guidance and
vSE . support. His
SL® presence
/1o~ S reinforced the
strong connectl on between thedlooeseand the mission, hi ghlighting
the continued effortsto foster thewell-being and devel opment of
variousprogramsat St. Joseph Mission.
2. Vigit of the M ST Renewal Team
TheRenewa Team recently visited S. Joseph coordination, Odisha
and conducted the meeting in two phasesunder the guidance of Fr.
James, Fr. Sgu, and Fr. Zackarias. The sess onsincluded meaningful
BNy L) discussions,
I, reflections,
and sharing of
: ideas about
MST ad
_ gentes. The
: visit was an
inspiring experlence or everyonelnvolved encouraging themto
continuetheir work with greater enthusiasm and commitment. It dso
provided a valuable opportunity for spiritual renewal and
collaboration.
3.Visit of Brothersfrom Thrissur
Theseminariansfrom Thrissur visted St. Joseph OdishaMissonand
gpent onemonthwith us. Duringtheir say, they wereactively involved
invariousvillageinitiaives, induding education programs, community
development, and pastoral care. They gained valuable experience
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andimmersed themsdvesdegply inthemisson activities, contributing
significantly tothemission'seffortsto servethelocal community.

4. Namasate M aria Centre, Podagad
I. Training Programmefor Catechists

OnNovember 7, 2024, atraining programmefor catechistsof the
Odishamissionwas conducted at Namaste MariaCentre. S. Ritty
FCC served astheresource person, guiding around 15 catechists
from Kundra, Podagada, Laxmipur, and J.K. Pur. The programme
amed to equip the catechistswith the skillsand knowl edge needed
to effectively servetheir communities.

il. Retreat and Spiritual Enrichment

A retreat for thefathful from Gunpur, Gudari, Kdimea and Baimea
was held on December 3, 2024, at Namaste MariaPrayer Centre.
Theretreat focused on Advent preparation and spiritual renewal.
Onthe second day, Bishop Prince Antony Panengadan cel ebrated
the Hon Qurbanaand led an mspl ring session for the attendees,
encouraging them to
! § deepen their faith.
~ Following theretreat,
| an orientation course
1 forthewomen'sgroup
¥~ from Gunpur and
P Gudari wasconducted.
s SRS Fr. Joy served as the
resource person, leading theswa on attended by 8 women, focusing
on empowerment and skill development.
lii. Medical Camp in Baglandi
On December 7, 2024, amedical
camp was conducted under the §
NavaJyoti Trust, in collaboration |
with the support of SH Social f®
Welfare Centre, Laxmipur. The
campwashddinBaglandi, aremote &g
village 40 km from themain road. '

'-'-_.\,‘i‘{
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Villagerswere provided with vita Sign checkups, freemedicines, and
awareness sessions. Additionaly, blanketsand warm clotheswere
digtributed to hel p theunderprivileged during the harsh winter months.

iv. Trainingfor Tuition Teachers

On December 12, 2024, atraining programmefor thetuition teachers
of theDishaTuition Programmewasheld at Namaste MariaCentre.
The session, attended by 6 to 8 teachers, focused on enhancing
teaching strategiesand their rolein shaping the next generation. S.
Ritty FCC led thetraining with practica insightsand motivational
discussons.

5. LittleFlower Mission Centre, Pakhanaguda (Kundra)
Successful Completion of Tailoring Training Program

The Jyothymarg Educationa and Charitable Trugt, in collaboration
with LF Socid Action Center, successfully completed afour-month
tailoring training program fromwhich 18 benefited. Thisinitiative
g reflectsthetrust’s
commitment to
W empowering
= individuasthrough

W educationand kil

-8 b development,
fostering s f-rdi anceand providing opportunitiesfor abetter future.

6. SanjoAshram, Bissamcuttack
i. Inauguration of FCC Convent —M aria Sadan

On October 15, 2024, the FCC Sistersof the Tellicherry Province,
under Clare Jyoti Regionin Odisha, inaugurated their new convent,
MariaSadan, in Bissamcuttack. The Convent was house at 10:45
am., followed by Holy Qurbana. The Eucharistic celebration was
presided over by Rev. Fr. Jose Cherimapanatt, Syncelluswith Rev.
Fr. Joseph Venattumattam, the Coordinator and Rev. Fr. Deleep
Naannadiyil asconce ebrants, making the occas on deeply spiritua
andmeaningful.

After the Holy Qurbana Rev. Fr. Joseph Venattumattam was
honoured and felicitated on hisappointment asthe Coordinator of
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- St Joseph
W Coordination,
Odisha. Rev. Sr.
;Linta FCC, the

Regiona Superior,
¥

expressed her

| sincere gratitude to

al thosewho graced the occasion with their presenceand prayers.
ii. Craft Trainingat SanjoAshram

SanjoAshram, Bissamcuttack, organi zed craft training classesinits
tuition centersfrom November 81to 18, 2024. The sessionswere
conducted by Bro. Rijo Muttath from S. Paul Gurukulam Seminary,
Thiruvillamala, Thrissur i sy
Theprogramreceived an
excellent response, with
students actively
participating and learning N
cregtiveskills. Parentsand |
teachers expressed their : :

appreciation and gratitude to Sanjo Ashram for arranging such an
initiative.

iii. Children’sDay
Children’s Day was v
celebrated on November [
14, 2024, in severd tuition
centers indudingBaddima, g
Hathomuniguda, Ghantikd,
and Daliakhuji, to | eI
commemorate Pandit I % :
Jawaharld Nehru, thefirst PrimeMi nlster of | ndla. Thecelebratl ons
featured vibrant cultural performancesby children, creating alively
and festive atmosphere. Snacksand sweetsweredistributed to the
young participants, adding to thedelight of the occasion.

(Reported by Fr Jestin Vattamannil)
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3.HOUSESOF FORMATION

A. Deepti Minor Seminary, Melampara
1. Booyah Cup 2K 24

The month of December witnessed an exciting showdown of
athleticism, teamwork, and unyielding spirit asthe much-awaited
‘Booyah Cup 2K 24: A Celebration of Amity and Sportsmanship;
volleyball tournament between the batches. Thetournament was
morethan just aseriesof matches; it wasacel ebration of unity and
collaboration. The Booyah Cup served asaplatform to deepenthe
bonds of rapport and cooperation among the brothers, reminding
everyonethat truevictory liesnot just in triumph but in the shared
journey and collective spirit. Congratul ationsto the Third Brothers
for their well-deserved victory and kudosto dl the participantswho
made thistournament an unforgettabl e experience.

2. Excdlentia 2K 24

The second semester was abuzz with energy and excitement asthe
much awaited Home Day competition, 'Excellentia 2K24',
unfoldedinall itsglory. Thisgrand event brought together brothers
from threedistinct groups, each eager to showcasetheir exceptiond
skills and vibrant creativity across a variety of arts and sports
competitions. Each group came prepared, driven by their collective
zeal to excel and maketheir mark. Ultimately, it wasthe collective
effort and unwavering enthusiasm of al participants that made
Excellentia 2K24 an extraordinary success. The event proved to
be more than just acompetition—it was aplatform where bonds
werestrengthened, ideaswere cel ebrated, and thespirit of excellence
was brought to life. Kudosto all the brothersfor their activeand
Spirited participation.

Artsand SportsDay: Excellentia 2K24 culminated with thegrand
success of the Arts and Sports Days. The vibrant campus came
alivewith boundless energy and enthusiasm on the 1st and 2nd of
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@™ November astheArtsand
#4 Sports Day of the aca-
demicyear unfoldedindl
gB ItS splendor. These two
Y unforgettable days were
marked by the perfect

blend of cretivity and ath-
|leticism, asbrothersfrom |2

spirited sense of competi- &
tion. s . B
3.Bi-Annual Retreat: A Journey of Spiritual Awakening
Thesereneatmosphere of Degpti College provided the perfect setting
for the Bi-Annual Retreat, held from 29th November to 2nd
December, asacred timeof renewa andreflectionfor al thebrothers.
Theretreat was|ed by theinspiring presence of Rev. Sr. Mercin
FCC and her dedi cated team, whose powerful preaching ignited a
profound sense of spiritual awakening among the participants. The
retreat wasenriched by the opportunity for piritua counsgling. Truly,
it wasatime of grace, reflection, and an enduring reminder of the
drength foundinfaith and unity.
4. Parents Meet: A Gathering of Faith and Fellowship
Themuch-anticipated Parents' Day for thethird- and second-year
S T~ brothers unfolded
g 'W il with great joy and
i 8 Ta) % reverence  on
y, o November 28th.
This special day
served as a bridge
_ between the
|| seminary and the
families, fogteringa
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deeper bond of understanding and collaboration in thejourney of
formation. Theday began with the celebration of theHoly Qurbana
at 09:30a.m., presided over by Rev. Fr. Sabu Njarolickd, the Rector
withthemembersof the Staff.

Following the Qurbana, the gathering moved to thefamily meeting
at 11:00 am., which was inaugurated by Rev. Fr. Joseph
Thekkekarott, theVice-Director Generd of theM ST and Formation
In-charge. Inhisingpiringinaugurd address, heemphasized thevita
roleof parental cooperation and collaborationinthehalisticformation
of the seminarians. Adding to the significance of theday, Very Rev.
Fr. Vinson Joseph K addikkattil puthenpura, the Director Generd of
theM ST, delivered aninspiring felicitation speech. Heencouraged
parentsto actively support their sons on their path toward holy
priesthood, urging them to nurturethisdivinecalingwith faithand
prayer. During the meeting, the representativesfrom the parents

programme and the care extended to their sons. Some cultural
programmes al so were conducted during the meeting. After the
festive lunch and meeting with all the formators, parent’s day
programmewas concluded at 3.30 p.m.

5. Friendly Basketball Match

Thebasketba | court cameadivewith energy and enthusiasm asour
brothersfaced off intwo friendly basketbal| matchesagainst an
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1 experiencedteamfrom
W Pala. The matches
# were nothing short of
@ clectrifying, withboth
teams showcasing
| exceptional skill,
teamwork, and
determination. Our
brotherswon for both
thematches. Kudosto
: . our brothers for their
hard earned victories and for embody| ng the true essence of
teamwork and perseverance on the court!

6. IntensiveVolley & Basketball Coaching

Thefirst weeks of October were marked by an exciting ten-day

o coaching camp
that elevated the
= killsand spirit of
our brothers in
3 both volleyball
and basketball.

g ... Guided by the

expertlse of seasoned coaches Mr Tomy and Mr. Dileep, the
brothersimmersed themselvesinri goroustrau ni ng sessions, each
infused with s e -
enthusiasm and
determination.
Kudos to the
brothersfor their
unwavering
commitmentand {
gratitude to the
coachesfor their inval uable guidance, making thiscoaching camp a
resounding success!
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7. Sacerdotal Jubilee Celebration

Onthemorning of November 14th, the Reverend Fathersof MST
who were cel ébrating the Golden and Silver Jubileesof their priestly

Iy ﬂ,-_'i - .,\_,y, o i ?-il

ordination gathered with heartsfull of gratitudeat Deepti Seminary
Chapdl. The solemn occasi onwas marked by the celebration of the
Holy Eucharist, amoving expresson of thanksgiving for their many

f __;f . 5 o /s 00 11 &_G' 5 ‘ '|

yearsof faithful serviceto the Church and thecommunity. Following
the Eucharistic celebration, the Jubilariansjoined the seminary
community for thebreskfast.
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B. Jeevan Jyoti Missionary Orientation Seminary
1) Visit by Professor sfrom Saengtham College Bangkok

Jeevan Jyoti washonoured by thevist of Professorsfrom Saengtham
College Bangkok, aTheology Faculty run by the Thailand Bishop's
Conferenceand Lux Mundi Seminary Bangkok. Theteam included
aPIME priest
(France), 5
l priests from
Thailand and
B one Indian
¥ Priest (Mysore
Diocese).

: : Bl R They were
accorded awarm wel come and durl ng the dinner wehad afriendly
chit-chat with regard to the‘ Church and her missionin Thailand'.
They briefed very well the prospects of missionary apostolatein
Thailand whichwasfollowed by somemutual interactions. Thanks
to Rev. Fr Jaison Puthenpurackal M ST for taking theinitiativeto
bring them to Jeevan Jyoti.

2) Oneday retreat for theTeachers

TheRegiona team of MandyaRegion organized a‘ oneday retreat’
in Kannadafor the catholic teachers of our schoolsin Mandya. It
was conducted at Jeevan Jyotl on 8th December. Rev Fr Zacharl as
Thadathil MST :

led the prayer.
The retreat was
marked by good = /%
participationand 4
amost 0 people *
attended the |
retreat. In® g
addition to teaches some of our priestsand sistersal so participated
in the retreat. The retreat concluded in the evening with Holy
Qurbanaand Adoration.
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C. Ruhalaya Major Seminary, Ujjain
1. RuhalayaINSTITUTE of Theology

RuhalayaFamily isextremey glad and proud to sharethe news that
Ruhalaya College of Theology is elevated to the status of an
INSTITUTE by the Dicastery for Cultureand Education, Romeon
October 1, 2024. Rev. Fr John Kudiyiruppil is appointed as the
Director of Ruhdayal ndituteof Theology afiliated to Pontifica Orienta
Ingtitute of Religious Studies, Vadavathoor for aterm of threeyears
with effect from 20 November 2024.“ HisBegtitudeM g or Archbishop
Mar Raphad Thattil will solemnly declareit on 16th of January 2025
at RuhalayaTheologate at 06.30 pminthe presenceof Bishop Mar
Sebastian Vadakel, the Eparch of Ujjain, Very Rev. Fr Vincent
Kadalikattilputhenpura, the Director General of MST and Very Rev.
Fr Pauly Maniyattu, the President of Pontifical Oriental Ingtitute of
RdigiousStudies, Vadavathoor and severd other dignitaries.

2.Vidgit of Archbishop Mar ThomasT har ayil

Archbishop Mar Thomas Tharayil, of the Archeparchy of
Changanacherry, visited RuhalayaMajor Seminary on 4" October
and hadvery frwtful interactionswith both the Fathersand Brothers.
\ Fr Smith Srampickal
accompanied him during
the visit. His Excellency
Bishop Mar Sebastian
| Vadakel visited him at
C Ruhalayaby 04:00 pm as
Blshop Thomas had toleavefor Keradadueto thedemise of oneof
hispriestsin Changanacherry.

3. Visit of the Renewal Team of M ST
The members of the | =

Renewal Team of the L] & €
f' KT
. B =2

Ruhalayaon October Sth
and stayed with the

Society arrived at
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Fathersof both the Theol ogate and the Phil osophatefor therenewal
programme on October 10th and 11th, respectively. During their
stay, weengaged in prayer and meaningful discussionstogether. It
wasatruly enriching time, fostering both persona and community
renewal.

4. Solemn Conclusion of the Rosary Devotion

On 10th of October,
Ruhdayamarkedthesolemn
conclusion of the 10-day
. special Rosary Devotion
with a meaningful and
prayerful ceremony. The
event brought together the
community inaspirit of unity
and deep devotion. The
concluding ceremony was
graced by Rev. Fr Sijo
Chakkumkal at the Philosophate and by Rev. Fr Sunil Konnackal
at the Theologate. They
are the Assistant ;4§
Director of Pushpa i
Mission Hospital and §
the Director of Kripa &
Social Service Society, "y
respectively and both
belong tothe Diocese of
Ujjain. Both delivered |
inpiring and thought-provoking messages. The occasion served as
afitting culmination to thedaysof devotion, eaving thecommunity
spiritualy enriched and renewed infaith.

5. Exposur e Programme of Philosophy Sudents

At the conclusion of their first semester, the philosophy students
embarked on their mission exposure programme on 16th October.
Thisprogramme, spanning ten days, was designed to providethe
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studentswith afirst-hand experience of mission life and pastoral
work. The studentswere assigned to various dioceses, including
Udaipur, Jhabua, Khandwa, and Indore Dioceses. During their time
inthemissions, they actively engagedin variousactivitiesand closdy
observed the challenges and opportunitiesin those places. Upon
their return, they joyfully shared the experiencesand insightsthey
gained duringtheir timeinmissons, reflecting arenewed enthusiasm
and commitment to their vocation. Thisexposure programme has
sgnificantly contributed to their formation, fostering adeeper sense
of serviceand dedicationto their futureministry.

6. Ruhalaya Sports Days 2024

Thetheol ogy students had their sports and games competitionson
October let and 22nd, whilethe philosophy students cel ebrated

. = Sports Days on October 30th and
31st. A variety of sporting events
and competitionswere organized,
| showcasingthetaentsand athletic
| abilities of the participants. Each

events, contributing to an
atmosphere of energy and

excitement. The days were
filled with vibrant activities, £
teamwork, andjoy, leavingthe g
participantswith unforgettable
memories.

7.Mission Exposureof Theology Il Year Students

After thefirst semester exams and before the start of the second
semester, the second-year theol ogy students participatedinaone-
week mission experience programme from October 24th to 31st,
2024. They were sent to Mary Queen’sMission of the M ST, the
SVD missoninIndoreandto thediocesesof Khandwaand Jhabua
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for their missionary experienceand training in missionary methods
and pathways. Onthe 19th of October 2024, therewasan inspiring
andjoyful sharing session of the enriching mission experiencesthat
thebrothershadin variousplaces, ingtitutionsand states, highlighting
themissionary challengesand opportunities.

8. Visit of DVK Faculty Member sto Philosophate

As part of the

W processof dfiliation
of RuhalayaCollege
Y of Philosophy to
P

Dharmaram Vidya
Kshetram,
Bangalore, three
— esteemed faculty
membersRev. Fr Mathew Attumka CMI, the Dean, Rev. Fr George
KulangaraCM I, and Rev. Fr Varghese Puthuparambil CMI, visited
Ruhalaya College of Philosophy. During their visit, the faculty
membersengaged infruitful discussionswith the staff and students.
Thesediscuss onsprovided val uableins ghtsand guidance, ensuring
that the affiliation process progresses smoothly. Thevisit wasa
significant milestonein the affiliation processand demonstrated a
collaborative spirit, paving theway for further academic growth.

9. Deacons Visit toUjjain Mission Stations
Seventeen Deacons and three Fathersfrom Ruhalaya Theol ogate

" 3
‘A y
"

of Ujjain on November 5th and 6th, 2024. Deacons enjoyed the
mission tour whichisconducted every year. They benefitted from
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thetrip and aregresatly encouraged to engagein various missionary
activitiesinfutureafter their ordination.

10. Deacons' Send off

TheDeaconsof Ruhdayaweregivenawarm, prayerful and touching
send off onthe 7th of November 2024, invoking divine guidance
andblessngsinther priestly ministry. FrsManoj Paracka, the Rector
and Joby K oottumkal, the Vice Rector spoke on the occasion and
wished the Deaconsall thebest and God'sblessngsintheir priestly
life. Brothers performed various programmesadding colour onthe
occason. All theFathersand brothersfrom both sectionsof Ruhdaya
Seminary attended the send-off function, held intheevening. Dn
Joyal CST thanked God, the staff and students of Ruhalayafor
bestowing countlessblessingsand imparting theright formation.

11. Award Night at the Theologate

After the Tdash competitions (literary, Sportsand games), theAward
Night was held at the Theologate on the 11th of November, The
Award Night celebrated the winners of the Talash Competitions,

recognizing the achievementsof thethree housesand brothers. Rev

Fr Dr Mathew Olickal
MCBS was the chief
guest of the function.

He and other Fathers
onthe staff distributed
the prizes. The event
was joyful and;
memorable, fostering *
encouragement and
unity among
participantsand cel ebrating talent, dedi cation and success.

12. Retreatsat Ruhalaya Theologate

Before proceeding to Keralafor their immediate preparation for
priestly ordinationson November 18th, the Deaconshad their retreet
at MST Regiona Housein Ujjainfrom November 11 to 16, 2024.
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Asusud, Rev. Fr Francis Chakkumkal, bel onging to the diocese of
Jagdal pur, guided the retreat. Retreat was arefreshing spiritual
experience for the Deacons. The other batches of Ruhalaya
Theologate had their annual retreat from the 13" to the 18" of
December and the preacher was Rev. Fr (Dr) Martin N. Antony,
bel onging to the Order of Our Lady of Mercy.

13. One-Act Play Competition in Philosophy

The One-Act Play competition was held at the Philosophate on
17th November after along break of seven years, featuri ng batch-
wise performances /
centred onimpactful
social  themes.
Students actively
participated,
showcasing their
impressive acting &
and directing talents __
through  three ¥ ——

engaging plays. The third-year students secured the first prize,
followed by the second-year studentsin second place and thefirst-
year studentsin third. Individual awardsfor Best Actor and Best
Script werea so presented, recognizing outstanding performances
and cregtive contributions.

14. Silver Jubileeof the Alumni of the Philosophate

The Sacerdotal Silver Jubilee celebration of the alumni of the
Philosophate was held with great enthusiasm and reverence on the
20th and the 21st of November with the participation of both the
philosophy and theol ogy sectionsof Ruhdaya. Theevent witnessed
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the participation of twelve priestsand threelay dumni. Theevening
programmeincluded avibrant cultural performance, aheartfelt
felicitation ceremony, and atimefor the Jubilariansto sharetheir

experiencesand reflections. A joyful dinner followed, fostering a
spirit of happinessand gratitude. Thefollowing morning, theHoly
Qurbana was celebrated with the alumni, further enriching the
occasonwithpiritud blessngsand unity. Theevent wasamemorable
tributeto the enduring bond between Ruhadayaand itsalumni.

15. One-Act Play competition at the Theologate

Thethrillingand ddightful One-Act Play competitiona the Theologate
onthe 24th of November marked itsreturn after aseven-year hiatus.
Studentsfromthree
batchesperformed
playsonsgnificant
biblical themes,
demondratingtheir
writing, actingand
directingkills. The
¥ second-year
studentswon first
. prize, withthefirst

- - S year and third-year
studentstaking second and third places, respectively. Individual
awardsfor Best Actor and Best Script wereal so given, celebrating
exceptional performances and creativity. The Philosophate
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community aswell assisters and candidates from neighbouring
communitiesenjoyed thecompetition.

16. Silver Jubileeof Fr Binoy Purayidom

Both the sectionsof RuhalayaMagjor Seminary joyfully celebrated
the Sacerdotal Silver Jubilee of Rev. Fr Binoy Purayidom at the
Theologate onthe 27th of November wi th solemn Qurbana, jubilee
N — gatherl ng, culturd

" * programmesand
deliciousdinner.
Ruhalayajoined
Fr Binoy in
thankingtheLord
for the countless
blessingsthat he
showeredonhim
duringthepast 25
yearsof hispriesthood. Fr Binoy thanked al for the heart-touching
celebration.

17. Award Night at the Philosophate

On 28th November, an Award

Night was organized at the

Philosophate to honor and [ ee=s
appreciate the winners of the
Home-Day competitions. The
event celebrated the
achievementsof thefour houses,
with prizes awarded to
outstanding performers. In
addition to the house awards, §|
individual achievementswere |
also recognized and rewarded &
acrossvarious categories. The
evening wasajoyousand memorableoccasion, fostering aspirit of
encouragement and unity among al participants. It wastruly anight
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to cherish, celebrating talent, dedi cation, and success.
18. Annual Retreat at the Philosophate

Theannua retreat for the Philosophy studentswasheld from 1stto
4th December, offering aprofound opportunltyfor spiritua renewa
and enrichment.
The retreat was
preached by Rev.
Fr  Shellmon
Antony, whose
INSpiring sessions
and reflections
provided the
brothers with
vauablespiritua nourlshment Thedudentsexperienced adegp sense
of peace and renewal, making the retreat a meaningful and
transformativetimeintheir formation journey.

19. Visit of Bishop Mar Sebastian Adayanthrath

His Excellency Mar Sebastian Adayanthrath, the Bishop of the
Eparchy of Mandya, visited Ruhalayafrom December 2ndto 5th.

He cel ebrated solemn Holy Qurbanaon December 3rd and gavea
practical message. Bishop Sebastian Adayanthrath visited Bishop
Sebadtian Vadake , who provided himwith the opportunity tovista
few misson gationsintheeparchy of Ujjain. Onthe5th of December,
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he blessed the new church bell newly bought by Rev. Fr Tony
Mampilly with the help of somebenefactors.

20. Extension L ecturesat Ruhalaya

Rev. Sr Dr Sdly John SIB, Assistant Professor at Mahatma Gandhi
Institute of Medical Sciences
(MGIMYS) at Sevagram, Wardha,
conducted extension lectures on
‘ Sexuality and Gender’ at Ruhalaya
Philosophate and on ‘ The Treasure
Within: Mentd Hedlthand Community
Support in Religious Life’ at the
Theol ogate on 09th December 2024.
Brothers benefitted greatly fromthe
lecturesand the practical sessionsof
interaction that followed.

21. Conferringof Major and Minor Orders

HisExcdlency Bishop Mar Sebastian Vadake conferred the sacred
order of Msamsanusaand Minor Orderson the brothersbelonging

- L

to threebatchesduring abeautiful and grace-filled ceremony held at
Ruhalaya Theol ogate Chapdl at 09:30 am on the 19th of December
2024. The Fathersand Brothersof RuhadayaM g or Seminary along
with afew reativesof the brotherswho received the Ordersattended
theceremony.
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4. NEWSFROM ABROAD

1. Italy
I. Visit of Major Archbishop Mar Raphel Thattil

TheMgor Archbishop, Mar Raphd Thattil, after assuming hisoffice
asthehead of Syro Maabar Church, visited thetomb of St Thomas

the Apostle, our Father in Faith and patron and prayed for the
intentions of the Church celebrating the Holy Qurbanaaong with
Mar Stephen Chirappanath and other officialsfrom DomusMar
Thoma, Rome.

li. Gathering of M ST Priestsin Rome
The MST priestsin Italy came together in Rome on the 239 of
October 2024 to accord awarm welcometo the new comers, Fr

Abhilash Pattasseriyil, Fr

Johnson Kuppayil and Fr Sanoj

e
o
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Pathraplanka and to thank Fr Joby Mulluvengapurathu and bid him
farewell. It wasagreat moment of communion and friendship. Fr
Antony Karakkattu who won thefirst Prizein thelogo Creation
competition in connection with the Ruby Jubilee of Mar Thoma
Yogam, Romewas congratul ated on the occasion.

iii. Jubilee Year of Hope:

TheEternd City will openitsgatesto an estimated 35 million pilgrims
for the 2025 Jubilee Year of Hope and alot of renovation and new
projects can be seen all over the city to welcomethe pilgrims of
hope. The Jubilee Year beginswith the traditional opening of the
Holy Door of St. Peter’s Basilicaon December 24, 2024 by Pope
Francisand continuesuntil the closing of the Holy Door on January
6, 2026, the solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord.

2. United Kingdom

MST priestsgathered for amemorable gatheringin Albania. The
MST Fathersorgehl zed thISI nspl ri ng gatherl ngin Tiranathecapital
of Albaniathebirthplaceof S.
8 Mother Teresafrom October
§ 1 231025, 2024. It helped to
1 strengthen our bonds, share
§i our experiences, and support
~ one another in our ministry.
. Thisgathering deepened the
™ spirit of unity among us,
L. reinforcing our senseof “we-
b | feeling” and nurturing our
~ shared commitment to the

mission. By opening up
about the joys and
challengeswefaceinour
ministries, we found
mutua encouragement and
vauableinsghtstobring -
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back to our respective communities.

After prayer, discussons, and camaraderie, wereturned fromAlbania
with renewed energy and commitment to our calling.

3. Tanzania
I. MST Mission Chengena
a] Jubileeyear of theJumiain Tanzania

Tanzania s Chrigtian communitiesare cel ebrating the 50 years of the
begl nn| ng of theJJml asystem in the missonsandintheparishesthis
: Sl 7 year. Jumiaisthe
small Christian
communitiesinthe
missonsandinthe
parishes. Songea
Archdioceseisdso
organizing different
L programs to
~ commemorate the
R = : ! progressinthefaith
formation methodsin theAfrl canland. TheArchdiocesan officehas
encouraged every missionto put up different programsinthemissions.
Fr Shaiju Kizhaekkekureethadathil M ST, the parish priest of Chengena
Mission Parish in consultation with the Diocesan office, made the
occas on moremeaningful withthe programsrdated tothe Jumia. We
organized Holy Masses in every ‘Jumias with a seminar on the
advantagesof the Jumiasysemand of itsneed. L ater, wevisted every
housesinthe Jumiainthemissonfor blessingthefamiliesandthehouses
TheChrigianfaithful werehgppy and grateful for our presence.

Wehad towak thelong waysto reachtothemintheir housesevery
day. Moreover it wasvery satisfying program.
b] Commemor ation of theDead in themission

TheM ST Missionin Chengenacommemorated All Souls Day very
solemnly in every community under themission. Therearesix large
communitiesof catholic faithful spreadinaround 50 kmsradiusof
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% this mission,
comprising 10
main villages.
The cemeteries
areerected near
the houses to
W facilitatetrans-

ST portation of the
vill agersfor thefunerals. We managed to reach out to all the cem-
eteriesinthevillagesto blessthetombsin the month of November.
The catholic community inthe missonwasvery delighted andim-
pressed by our pastoral and missionary commitment. It wasalso
appreciated by the diocesan authorities. Wetook around two weeks
to completethevisiting of al the cemeteriesunder theMission.

c] Elders Meet

ChengenaMission organized aone-day seminar for theelderly people
in the mission, especially for the Christians. We had around 60
participantsfrom themain mission and the neighboring villages. It
wason 30" November at Chengena Church. Theelderly peoplein
themissonwereexcited to spend onefull day with other participants.

They wereall above 70 yearsold. It wasavery useful sessionfor
theelderly peoplesincemany of them had problemsrelated to age.
Rev. Fr Mahundi conducted the one-day seminar for theminthe
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parish church. Heisan expertin organizing different faith formation
seminarsintheregion. Heisasenior priest from MbingaDiocese,
one of the neighboring diocesesof Songea.

d] Children’sChristmas

MST Mission ChengenaisorganizingaChildren’'sChrismeasin 2024
inthemission. Thechildren arethe hope of thefuturechurchinthe
mission. We had been concentrating on the children in their
catechetical formation on Sundaysfor many years. Wearetryingto

implement aspecia program to encouragethe childrento attend the
church every day during the Season of Advent. We are getting
positive responses from the parents. The number of childrenis
increasing day by day. Wetry to bring each and every childinthe
villagefor thedaily Massand try to give Catholic formation to them.
Wearegetting around 250 childrenfor daily Massduring thisadvent
season. The catechetical initiative gets positive response now. We
area sotrying to encouragethechildren with asuitablegift for them
on Christmasday. We provide school uniformfor all childrenwho
have attended holy Mass every day during thisadvent season. We
areonthelookout for benefactorsto meet these needs.
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5.OTHER MINISTRIES
1. Associate Missionaries& Santhome Fellowship
i.Annual Day Celebrations

The Annual Day of the Associate Missionaries and Santhome
Fellowship was celebrated on Saturday, 14" December 2024. The
Syro-Malabar CuriaBishop Mar Sebastian Vaniyapurackal was
themain ceebrant of theHoly Qurbanaat 09.15am. It wasfollowed

ﬂmm :

¥ G

inaugural address, the CuriaBishop encouraged the audienceto
take up mission asour primeresponsibility and visit themissions
and missionaries. He gppreciated themission activitiesof theM ST.
In the presidential address Very Rev. Fr Vincent
Kadalikattilputhenpura thanked Associate Missionaries and
Santhome Fellowship for their avail ability and contributions. Rev.
Fr Joseph Thekkekarottu, the Councillor in chargeand Rev. Fr Joy
Panjikaran, the Spritua Director appreciated thework of Associate
Missi onariesand Santhome Fellowship. Mr Sebastian Kuzhipallil
shared hismiss on experiencesand chdlenged dl togotothemissons
and carry out the mandate of Jesusto go and preach to all peoples.
Hisfiery and zeal ous speech really burned the hearts of many with
missonary zed.

Cultura programmeslike Dances, Margamkali, Carol Songsand
Dramaadded colour to the Annual day Celebrations. The Units
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from Bharananganam, Nalukody, Erumapetty, M oonnilavu, and
Athirampuzhastaged programmeswell. The prayer song wassung
by Associate Missionaries. Fr Joseph Pulavelil, the Director,
wel comed the gathering and Mr Jose A braham Kizhakkeunipillil,
the president of Associate Missionariesthanked all. The meeting
was concluded with the newly prepared SanthomeAnthem sung by
themembers. All were served avegetablemesdl .

ii. Prayer hall at Tikkari Village

Thamarassery unit of Santhome Fell owship contributed to construct
aprayer Hall at Tikkary Village near Laxmipur in Odisha. The
blessing will take place beforethe Christmas-2024. Sincerethanks
to themembersof the Santhome Fellowship, Thamarassery, for their
contributionsand thanksare dueto Fr Bineesh Kuzhiyadiyil MST,
thepriest in-charge of Laxmipur Mission Centre, for hisdedication
and hard work.
iii. Annual Retreat of Associate Missionaries
' o #== Most of the
@ Associate
| }'j Missionaries who
 w takeserioudly their
.. ‘CdlwithintheCdl’
. attended thethree-
- daysannual retreat
~ conducted for them
from December 5-8, 2024. Theretreat waspreached by M ST priests
Fr Binoy Koottumkal, Fr Jijo Kottakavil and Fr Abhilash Akkattu.

iv. Initiative of Associate M issionaries

In the meeting of the Associate Missionariesprior to the Annual
Retreat they decided to build a Prayer Hall in Odishaunder the
guidanceof Rev. Fr Joseph Cheriambanattu M ST, theVicar Generd
and oneof the pioneer MST missionariesin Odisha.

v. Financial help through Projects

Santhome Fdllowship hel psthemission centresthrough smal project
proposa sfrom Mission centreswhich are considered favourably
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and asssted financidly.

ChengenaMissoninTanzania, Africawasfinancidly hepedtofurnish
thehall of amedicd clinicfor thevillage people.

Jai MathaChurch at Bhedshi in Sangli Missonwhich celebratesthe
silver jubileein February 2025 was hel ped to replaceitsroof.

vi. Santhome Preshithagni Dhyanam

Rev. Fr Zacharias Thadathil guides the Santhome Preshithagni
Dhyanam on every third Saturday of the month. Fr Zacharias
Thadathil makeshimself available from Friday and Saturday for
spiritua counsdlling. Many benefit fromthisarrangement.

vii. Mission Visits

Fifteen members of Santhome Fellowship from Peramangalam,

Thrissur dongwithther Parishpriest, Sstersand the Director vidted
. {

MandyaMission from November 11to 15. They stayed at Jyotﬂi
Nivas, Kdenahdli. Themissonvigt enrichedthemal and promised
tovigtregularly and sharetheir mission experiencewith others.

viii. New Anthem for Santhome Fellowship
Thelong desired anthem of itsown for Santhome Fellowship and
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Associate Missionaries, written and tuned by Rev. Fr Ashok
Kollamkudy M ST wasinaugurated on Annua Day. Sincerethanks
to Fr Ashok.

iX. New L eader ship for Santhome Fellowship

The presidents, secretaries and office bearers from different
Santhome Fellowship Unitshad their first ever gathering at Deepti
Bhavan on Friday, October 18, 2024. Very Rev. Fr Vincent
Kadalikettilputhenpura, the Director Generd inaugurated themesting

and urged thememberstofind out the* Call withintheCall’! Rev. Fr
Joseph Thekkekarott, the Councillor in chargetook classon Misson
and Rev. Fr Ajay Varikkickal shared hismission experiencesin
OdishaMission. Mr Siby Cherian Kuthuka lumkal from Na ukodly,
Changanassery and Mrs Celine Sebastian Paravarakath, were
elected the Global president and secretary respectively of Santhome
Fellowship.

By Fr Joseph Pulavelil
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October 10, 2024:

October 28, 2024:

November 9, 2024:

6. NECROLOGY

Mrs Mariamma Joseph Vadakeorath (96),
mother of Fr Paul Vadakeoram and grand-
mother of Fr Shiju Pottanany andAnnsMaria
DST.

Mr V. T. Scaria(89) Vedikunnel, paterna un-
cleof Fr Joseph Vedikunnel
MariyammaJoseph (106) Paternal Aunt of Fr
Kurian Valiamangalam, Fr Jose
Vdiamangdam, and Fr Joy Vdiamangdam.

November 10, 2024: AliyammaJacob (Elikutty 85) Eldest Sister of

Fr Paul Mudathotty and Aunt of Fr Siby
Poovathinka

November 16, 2024:Mariama George (70) the elder sister of Fr

John Nayathuparampil

November 19, 2024: MrsAnnammaM aruthumkuzhyil mother of

December 7, 2024:

December 7, 2024:

Fr Jobish Maruthumkuzhyil (Ujjain) & andma:
ternal aunt of Fr Ivan.

Mr Jose Ulahannan (71) the paterna uncle of
Fr Justin Koormullil

Mariakutty Thomas(90) mother of Fr Kurian
Kochettonnil, maternal grandmother of Bro.
ThomasAndookunnel, paterna grandmother
of Bro. Anoon Benny K ochettonnil.

December 17, 2024:Mr Joseph Chacko (Pappachan 90 yrs) the

brother inlaw of Fr ThomasKaramel.
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7. APPENDICES

MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF
ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE

Deepti Bhavan, Melampara - 686 578, Kottayam Dt. Kerala, India
CIRCULAR: XI/10/2023-2028

November 17, 2024
Your Excellencies, Reverend Fathers and Brothers,
Warmest Greetings from MST Generalate!
Vocation Promotion

Vocation promotion is one of the major concerns and preoccupations of the Society due to the
steady decrease in the number of vocations and ordinations and increase in the number of MST
priests reaching the age of retirement in the near future. This year we had only 18 new
admissions to our minor seminary. Therefore, it is the earnest request to all the members to
cooperate with the MST Vocation promoters by directing good vocations to the Society from
your parishes, relatives and families.

Erection of Co-ordinations in Odisha

In accordance with the Constitutions and Directives of the MST (C77.1 & D77.1 ) and with the
consent of the General Council, St Joseph Mission in Odisha was erected as Coordination on the
24" of October, 2024. Rev.Fr Joseph Venatt is appointed the new Coordinator o head
the Coordination. In a simple programme arranged by Fr Jose Cheriamp in the ing on
October 24, 1 and Fr Jomon Ayyankanal participated. Sincere thanks to Rev.Fr Joseph
Cheriampanattu for his selfless and dedicated service as the Coordinator and felicitate Fr Joseph
Venattumattam who willingly accepted the responsibility as the Coordinator.

Erection of Co-ordinati in the USA

According to the provisions given in the MST Constitutions and Directives (C 77.1, D77.1&5)
and after having completed the process of electing the panel of members eligible to be appointed
Coordinator, with the consent of the General Council, the second Coordination outside India in
the United States of America (USA) will be erected on the 24™ of November, 2024. Rev.Fr
Antony Thundathil is appointed the Coordinator of the St Thomas Coordination-USA with the
rights and privileges provided by the Constitutions and Directives as well as specified in the
letter of appointment.

Last Will & Testament

The members of the Society are directed to keep in mind the following points while writing their
will. If you wish to name the MST as beneficiary, you are directed to write: ST THOMAS
MISSION SOCIETY instead of the Director General, because the Society has no bank accounts
in the name of the Director General. You may name the Director General as the executer of the
Will. The members are advised not to invest in the share markets and if you have any shares you
may please sell them and invest in other financial institutions so that the society or dependents
can claim them later.

Cyber Crimes, Fraud Online Offers, Enticements and Warnings

Due to the increasing cases of online fraud and cyber-crimes, it is opportune to request the
members of the Society to be on their guard and be vigilant about fake messages, fraudulent
warnings and online demands for passwords, account numbers, dates of birth etc. from unknown
persons and not to respond to such frauds.

Phone: 04822-236353 / 9497284589 (Off.) continued on p.2.
Website: mstworld.org E-mail: mstgeneralate@gmail.com
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MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF
ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE

Deepti Bhavan, Melampara - 686 578, Kottayam Dt. Kerala, India

2.
Convening of Extraordinary Regional Assemblies
As per C70.3 of C&D, “Every Mission Region, idering its needs and circumstances, shall

have its own statutes, without prejudice to the Constitutions and Directives, enacted by the
Regional Assembly, approved by the Director General and promulgated by the Regional
Director (cf. CCEO ¢.922§1)". It is time for each Regional Administration to initiate the p

of preparing the draft of the Regional statutes, and for convening extra-ordinary Regional
Assemblies for enacting the Regional Statutes in conformity with the C70.3. Regional Statutes
should be approved and promulgated one year prior to the next Ordinary General Assembly. The

bers are req d to coop with the Regional Administration for the smooth execution
of the process.

1 am very thankful to the committee comprising Rev. Fr Antony Perumannoor (Convener), Rev.
Fr Joseph Aryankalayil, Rev. Fr Joseph Unnieppillil and Rev. Fr Jose Palakkeel who prepared
the model Regional Statutes which is already shared with the Regional Directors.

Official WhatsApp numbers and Email IDs

May 1 bring to your kind notice the following WhatsApp numbers and email IDs used for
official and personal communications from and to the Society.

Purpose ) ) | WhatsApp / Mobile Email
1.0fficial MST communications MST GENERALATE mstgeneralate@gmail.com
(admin.only) (accessed by DG &5G only)

| 944TT37753/8989571734 | vincentkadali@gmailcom

16850/7649024292

d
& Formation Secretary

6

|'5. Ongoing formation | 8989686637

| 6. Communio 9937262676

7. Ti General 8527107079

8. MST World Bulleti 850

9. — 2
|1 mes

10. Renewal Programmes [ wal Journey | Renewal Team only |
The members are earestly requested to use or see the communications from the above mobile
fwhatsApp numbers and email IDs for communications to and from me and the concerned
departments. Since whatsApp groups, MST Generalate and MST Renewal Journey, are important
means of official communication, please make sure that you are included in these groups.

Prayer Request

Seven of our deacons will be ordained priests in the months of December 2024 and January 2025
in their respective parishes. The sacred order of Diaconate and other minor orders will be
conferred on the seminarians on the 19" of December at Ruhalaya Major Seminary. Your
prayers are solicited.

Yours in Christ Jesus, i{
A
. 2 .'_M;}Ef- R
Fr Vincent Kadalikattilputhenpura Fr l.nnappgn Arangassery

Director General, MST  ppone: 04822-236353 19497284589 (Off.) Secretary General, MST
Website: mstworld.org E-mail: mstgeneralate@gmail.com
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DECREE-2/2024

MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF
ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE

e e
Trges o Deepti Bhavan, Melampara - 686 578, Kottayam Dt. Kerala, India
MST
Decree 2/2024 October 24, Thursday 2024

DECREE OF THE ERECTION OF
ST JOSEPH COORDINATION, ODISHA
OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE

With the intention of intensifying and collectively participating in the mission ad gentes and
pastoral apostolate in Odisha, | do hereby, with the consent of the General Council of MST,
erect St. Joseph Coordination, Odisha of the Missionary Society of St Thomas the Apostle
(MST) with effect from October 24, 2024, in accordance with C77.1 and D 77.1 & 3 of the
Constitutions and Directives of the Missionary Society of St Thomas the Apostle (MST).
Rev. Fr Joseph Venattumattam is appointed to lead the Coordination as its Coordinator. The
Patron of the Coordination shall be St. Joseph.

The St Joseph Coordination in Odisha is an administrative unit of the MST engaged in the
mission ad gentes in the state of Odisha, India in accordance with C77.1.i, of the
Constitutions and Directives of the MST. This Coordination has its nature and scope as
envisaged in the Constitutions and Directives of MST. The members sent to the Coordination
remain faithful to the nature and scope of the Society.

With respect to the apostolate, this coordination comes under the jurisdiction of the Syro-
Malabar eparchy of Shamshabad in accordance with the Constitutions and Directives of MST
(cf. C 62), the CCEO cc 205 &415 and the Particular Law of the Syro-Malabar Church. The
Coordinator acting in unison with the members, under the direction and guidance of the
Director General of MST and the General Council, shall guide and support the members of

the Coordination in their missionary and pastoral endeavours.

Invoking the protection of Blessed Mother, St Thomas the patron of the Society and St
Joseph the patron of the Coordination, I do hereby promulgate this Decree of Erection of St.
Joseph Coordination, Odisha of the Missionary Society of St Thomas the Apostle (MST).

This Decree of the Erection of St Joseph Coordination comes into effect on 24™ October,

2024,

= e, I
Fr Vincent Kadalikattilputhenpura Fr Lonappan Arangassery
Director General, MST Secretary General, MST

Phone: 04822-236353 / 9497284589 (Off.)
Website: mstworld.org E-mall: mstgeneralate@gmail.com

CHRISTMAS 2024




MST Gvorid

DECREE-3/2024

MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF
Way” ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE

@ .
Qe g Deepti Bhavan, Melampara - 686 578, Kottayam Dt. Kerala, India

MST

Decree 3/2024 November 24, Sunday 2024

DECREE OF THE ERECTION OF
ST THOMAS COORDINATION USA
OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE

In profound gratitude to God and in communion with the members of the Missionary
Society of St Thomas the Apostle, and with the intention of intensifying the collective
apostolate of the group of MST members in the USA, I do hereby erect, with the
consent of the General Council of MST, ST THOMAS CO-ORDINATION, USA of
the Missionary Society of St Thomas the Apostle (MST) with effect from November
24 (Sunday) 2024, in accordance with C&D 77.1-2 of the Constitutions and
Directives.

This Coordination shall be known after St Thomas the Apostle and it will be an
administrative unit of the MST, comprising the members of the Society engaged in
apostolic activities in the United States of America (USA).

Rev. Fr Antony Thundathil, appointed by the Director General, from the panel elected
by the members of the Coordination, shall be the Coordinator who shall have authority
specified in the letter of appointment (cf. C77.1& D77.5). The Coordinator acting in
unison with the members, under the direction and guidance of the Director General of
MST and the General Council, shall guide and support the members of the
Coordination in their missionary and pastoral endeavours.

With respect to the apostolate, this Coordination comes under the jurisdiction of the
bishops in the USA where the MST priests are serving, in accordance with the
Constitutions and Directives of MST (cf. C 62) and the Common Law of the Church.
Invoking the protection of Blessed Mother, St Thomas, the Patron of the Coordination
and of the Society, I do hereby promulgate this Decree of Erection of St. Thomas
Coordination, USA, of the Missionary Society of St Thomas the Apostle (MST).

This Decree of Erection of the Coordination comes into effect today, the twenty-
fourth day of November (in USA-Sunday) in the year 2024.

ok TR \e\ FrLona
Fr Vincent Kadalikattilputhenpura ||
Director General, MST Secretary General, M

Phone: 04822-236353 / 9497284589 (Off.)
Website: org E-mail: g late@gmail.com
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in heaven,
may the
faith you have

given us in your
son, Jesus Christ,
our brother, and the
flame of charity enkin
. dled in our hearts by the
Holy Spirit,reawaken in us *;
the blessed hope for the
coming of your Kingdo May «
your grace transform us into *
tireless cultivators of the seeds of §
the Gospel. May those seeds trans-
form from within both humanity and
. the whole cosmos in the sure expecta- -
tionof a new heaven and a new earth,when,
‘with the powers of Evil vanquished, your
glory will shine eternally. May the grace of the's
p Jubilee reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope, a
'yearning for the treasures of heaven. May that
same grace spread the joy and peace of our Re-
eemer throughout the earth. To you our God, eternall
blessed, be glory and praise for ever. Amen
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Fr Lonappan Arangassery, Chief Editor
MST World, Melampara P. O. Bharananganam
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